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BISHOPS’ CALENDARS 


November BISHOP BLOCK 
1-4—Honolulu 
5—Annual Meeting, Protestant Episcopal Old Ladies’ Home 
6—Standing Committee meeting 
6-9—Sixth National Conference for UNESCO, San Francisco. 
Representative of the Episcopal Church, appointed by 
Bishop Sherrill 
10—Confirmation, St. Andrew’s, Saratoga 
Confirmation, Church of Epiphany, San Carlos, and Insti- 
tution of the Rector 
11—Convocation of San Francisco 
12—Convocation of Marin, Church of Our Saviour, Mill Valley ~ 
14—Bond drive, Church of the Good Shepherd, Corral de Tierra ~ (Continued on page 12) 
17—Confirmation, St. Christopher's Church, San Lorenzo 
Confirmation, Trinity Church, San Francisco 
21—Diocesan Council 
22—Centennial dinner, St. John-the-Evangelist, San Francisco, 
followed by Confirmation 
24—Confirmation, St. Luke’s, San Francisco 4 
San Jose State College Student Christian Center—“Relig- ~ 
ious Emphasis Week” 


B:shop Block is wished “bon voyage” by Mark Gerstle as he boards his 
flight for Honolulu. Hawaii was the first stop on his the Bishop's tour, 
which will also include Tokyo, Manila, Hong Kong and Singapore. He 
will return in mid-November. Gerstle, a vestryman of the Church of the 
Incarnation, is a former public relations counselor for the Diocese, and is 
currently public relations director for San Francisco International Airport. 


J 


By THe Rt. Rev. Henry H. Suires, S.T.D., D.D. 


Just before Bishop Block and I left for 
the-meeting of the House of Bishops at 
Sewanee, we had our annual Clergy Con- 
ference at Grace Cathedral. The official 
November BISHOP SHIRES _ list of our clergy now numbers 170, of 

3—Confirmation, Holy Trinity, Richmond whom about 150 are active. Over 110 of 

Confirmation, All Saints’, San Francisco g these were in attendance at what proved 
5—Annual Meeting, Protestant Episcopal Old Ladies’ Home ‘°° be a helpful, informative and stimu- 
6—Meeting, Standing Committee _ lating meeting. The introduction of the 


7—Meeting, Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations evades clergy, that is, those who have pati 
10—Confirmation, St. John’s Oakland | Batews during the year, is always an inter- 
13—Convocation of San Luis Obispo—St. Stephen's, San Luis “9478 feature. This year 16 such new- 

Obispo _ comers were warmly welcomed into the fellowship of the 
14—Convocation of Monterey—St: Mark's, King City _ Diocese. As also is the case, at each conference a dozen men 
15—Convocation of San Jose—Trinity Church, San Jose _ of more were selectd to give reports on the development in 
17—Confirmation, Trinity Church, San Jose _ church areas that are currently significant. One of the best 

Confirmation. $. Mark's. Senta Clara i hours of the conference was Bishop Block’s address Tuesday 
19—Address, St. Andrew's, Oakland _ evening on “Highlights of My Episcopate.” It was particularly 
21—Meeting, Diocesan Council _ appropriate in view of his retirement at the end of next year, 
22—Centennial dinner, St. John-the-Evangelist, San Francisco = At the conclusion of his speech he was given a long standing 
24—Confirmation, St. Michael and All Angels’, Concord 

Confirmation, All Saints’, San Leandro ¥ (Continued on page 12) 
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November, 1957 


How to Have a Canvass 


Department of Promotion Lists Suggestions, 
Eight Steps to Workable Tithing Program 


The first weeks in November are tra- 
ditionally “Every Member Canvass” time 
in the Episcopal Church, and churches in 
the Diocese of California are caught up 
in the program. While Stewardship is an 
important factor in the teaching of the 
Christian Gospel throughout the year, 
most of our churches depend heavily upon 
the technique of the Every Member Can- 
vass to insure church support on a regular 
basis. While methods within the Church 
vary widely, the general picture is the 
same. Teams of canvassers, trained to dis- 
cuss the needs and desires of the Parish, 
visit each member of the Church, solicit- 
ing their support for the coming year. 

The Every Member Canvass, by its na- 
ture, comes within the province of the 
Diocesan Department of Promotion. The 
work of this department lies in the train- 
ing of canvass chairmen, the supplying of 
materials that can be used in this connec- 


tion, and in interpreting the aims of the . 


canvass Organization to canvassers and 
parishioners at large. 

There are as many techniques for the 
Every Member Canvass as there are can- 
vasses; but certain techniques have been 
tested, in many churches, and have been 
found good. With this in mind, the De- 
partment of Promotion, at the request of 
PACIFIC CHURCHMAN, has prepared a 
series of steps which any parish might 
consider in undertaking an Every Member 
Canvass. These steps are subject to infi- 
nite variation; but reports to the Depart- 
ment by the various churches have indi- 
cated that the following general outline is 
easy to follow, keeps the emphasis on 
stewardship rather than on dollar amounts 
and yet is apt to be most successful in 
terms of amounts pledged. 

1. Know the mission of your Church. 
One problem in the Every Member Can- 
vass is that the people of the Church often 
are not aware of the Church’s program in 
its entirety, of its mission in the commu- 
nity and in the world. A good suggestion 
here is that a committee actually prepare 
a mimeographed presentation of the 
Church’s work. This can be used for the 
information of the Canvass organization, 
and can then be taken into the homes by 
the canvassers themselves. 

2. Present the congregation with a 
“standard of giving.” The Biblical stand- 
ard of giving is the tithe. This is more 
fully defined elsewhere in this issue. The 
point is that “a good pledge” is only good 


in relation to some fixed standard. One 
of the most common questions that can- 
vassers face is “What should I give?” The 
adoption of the standard of the tithe 
makes it possible for the canvasser to 
answer this question in specific terms. 
This standard of giving should be pre- 
sented from the pulpit, where its theo- 


logical implications can be outlined. It 
should also be presented in canvass meet- 
ings and at any other appropriate time. 

3. Recruit the canvassers. This is the 
point at which many Every Member Can- 
vasses break down. THE CANVASSERS 
THEMSELVES MUST BE STEWARDS. This 
means that they, in order to be effective, 
must themselves have given PRAYERFUL 
CONSIDERATION to a tithing goal. They 
may not all be tithers—but they must all 
have made their pledges in prayer with 
this goal in mind. If the Canvassers are 
convinced, the Canvass will be a success. 

Mechanically, the Department of Pro- 
motion suggests the following procedure. 
Hold a recruitment meeting, at which the 
mission of the Church is outlined, and 
the tithing goal set forth. This is the point 
at which discussion of this goal is in- 
vited, and at which questions may be 
answered. At the close of the meeting 
invite the people there to become part of 
the Canvass organization; and ask them 
to make their pledges first. NO ONE 
SHOULD EVER BE A CANVASSER UNTIL HE 
HAS GIVEN A TITHING GOAL HIS PRAY- 


ERFUL CONSIDERATION, AND UNTIL HE 
HAS MADE A PLEDGE ON THAT BASIS. If 
there is one essential to a successful Can- 
vass, this is the essential thing. 

4. Hold a second Canvassers meeting. 
Those who attend this meeting will be 
those who have considered the tithing goal 
and have decided to pledge upon that 
basis. They will be those who are so far 
committed to the Church’s work that they 


_are willing to give of their time and 


talents to be Canvassers upon the Church’s 
behalf. Discuss more fully the Church's 
mission with them, and answer any fur- 
ther questions which may arise about the 
tithe. At this time, considerable thought 
will have been given to the goal. The 
questions may be many. 

5. Pledge your Canvass organization. 
This is relatively simple if a plan is fol- 
lowed. The Department suggests the fol- 
lowing: First, let the Rector and the 
Canvass Chairman exchange pledges. This 
will be the only pledge that the rector 
will take. Then the Canvass Chairman 
may canvass the Wardens and Vestry. 
These men in turn will divide the Canvass 
organization among them and the job will 
be done. EVERYONE, INCLUDING THE 
CANVASSERS, HAS THE RIGHT TO BE CAN- 
VASSED INDIVIDUALLY. Don’t take pledges 
at meetings. If the procedure has been 
carefully followed, approximately one- 
fifth of your Canvass is completed before 
it begins! The optimum number of Can- 
vassers would be one for every five fami- 
lies to be reached. 

6. Hold a final training meeting. At 
this meeting, through role play and in 
othcr ways, show the Canvassers what is 
expected. A CANVASSER IS PRIMARILY 
A MESSENGER, bringing the news of the 


mission of the Church into the individual: - 


homes. Only secondarily is he there to 
canvass for money. The traditional can- 
vass call, in which both canvasser and 
member are embarrassed by the necessity 
to speak of money, will become a thing 
of the past as the Canvassers come to ap- 
preciate their real task in this visit. 

At the final training meeting, the Can- 
vassers should choose the names of those 
they wish to canvass. Suggestion is that 
a card be made for each family, with 
name, address, relationship to the Church, 
and previous pledging record included. 
The Canvasser will, of course, keep this 
card in his hand, since it is confidential in 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Pacific Churchman 


Meetings Confront Diocese 
With TITHING STANDARD 


By the Rev. CANON RICHARD BYFIELD 


“In 60 years in the Anglican Commu- 
nion this is the first time that I've ever 
heard the tithe seriously presented.” 

“This is exciting—it could be the be- 
ginning of a whole new church life for 
us.” 


“It’s difficulr—it even seems impossible 
—but a Canvass like this could mean a 
whole new start for our Church.” 

Comments like these from priests and 
laymen alike characterized the series of 
Every Member Canvass Training Meet- 
ings recently concluded throughout the 
Diocese by the Department of Promotion. 
Conducted by the writer and the Rev. 
James P. Shaw, newly appointed Director 
of Special Services within the department, 
the conferences were held on a convoca- 
tional basis. Attended by approximately 
half of the parishes and missions of the 
Diocese, the conferences enabled those 
responsible for the Every Member Canvass 
to take a good long look at the present 
giving record of the Diocese of California, 
and to consider what a tithing Diocese 
could do for the Kingdom of God. 

The sessions were held in two parts— 
an afternoon meeting for clergy, and an 
evening session for both clergy and laity. 
Afternoon sessions were taken up with 
informal discussion of the tithing goal by 
the clergy present. In the evening, the 
department again conducted discussions on 
tithing, and then developed for the can- 
vassers a program which would lead to 
this sort of giving. Another article in 
PACIFIC CHURCHMAN this month will 
give more details on this program. 

In regard to the tithing goal, a number 
of interesting facts came to light. Most 
important, from our point of view, was 
the discovery that there are more tithers 
in the Diocese at the present moment than 
we had thought. For instance,,with very 
few exceptions, the clergy who came to 
the afternoon meetings either identified 
themselves as tithers, or stated that they 
made their pledge each year with this 
goal in mind. At the lay level, there are 
agg fewer tithers proportionately— 

t once again the standard of the tithe 
found a general acceptance by the churches 
represented. In several cases the laymen 
present indicated that they would, for the 
first time, present this goal to their con- 
gregations, asking for real response. 

Considerable surprise was elicited at 
the sessions by the presentation of a 
“composite giving record” compiled from 
the records of five Diocesan parishes and 


missions. These records, which are re- 
printed elsewhere in PACIFIC CHURCH- 
MAN this month, revealed that the average 
weekly gift per pledging family in these 
churches was only $1.56 per week, and 
that the majority of pledgers in these 
churches were supporting their church 
with gifts of less than $1.25 per week. In 
view of the average income within the 
Diocese, which is something over $5,000 
per year per family, the team was able 
to demonstrate that “token giving” is the 
rule, rather than the exception, throughout 
the Diocese. 

Defining “token giving” as “giving 
which has no appreciable impact upon 
the family,” the clergy team asked the 
question “What can a family think of its 
Church when it supports it upon a token 
level?” From one of the laymen came 
the phrase “tipping God,” when he pointed 
out that a man who eats his lunch in a 
restaurant five days a week probably 
spends more on tips to the waitress than 
he gives to his Church on the $1.56 aver- 
age. Someone else pointed out that every 
pack-a-day smoker spends more on cig- 
arettes in a week than this amount! 
“Our interest,” said the Rev. Mr. Shaw, 


“is in men, rather than in money. But 
we can’t help asking the question—can 
the Church mean anything at all to a 
family which spends less to do God’s work 
than it spends for almost anything else 
in its budget?” 

Pointing out that both Bishop Block 
and Bishop Shires are tithers, and have 
often held up the standard of the tithe to 
the Diocese as a whole, the leaders of the 
conferences often had to deal with the 
suggestion that “they were attempting 
something new.” “The principle of the 
tithe is as old as the Christian Church, 
and a great deal older,” the Rev. Mr. Shaw 
pointed out. “It is the only standard of 
Christian giving that we know. It may 
be that there are other standards, but 
we don’t know what they are. This stand- 
ard is Biblical, it is Christian, and it 
works. It is for this reason that we feel 
that we must teach it wherever we go.” 

“Prayerful consideration” became the 
key word of the conferences as they pro- 
gressed through the Diocese. A family 
should give its “prayerful consideration” 
to the tithing goal, and then make what- 
ever pledge it can make at this time. As 
often pointed out, not every family, per- 
haps not even most families, can really 
reach a tithe in one step. But every family 
can consider the tithe in prayer—and a 
pledge which is made in prayer will be a 
good pledge for that family, at that time. 

Many laymen at the meetings witnessed 
to the fact that they had been told to 


(Continued on page 13) 
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The Bishops Speak 


Tithing Goal Urged Upon California Diocese 
As “Christian Standard” of Church Giving 


By Bishop Block .. . 


“Where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” While one hesitates to say 
that the quality of a person’s spiritual life 
may be measured in terms of his gifts to 
the church, the fact is that the two things 
are not unrelated. Many times I have 
seen a church come alive again after a 
period of apparent dormancy under the 
impact of a new and vital approach to 
Christian giving. 

Throughout most of my ministry I have 
practiced tithing and recommended it to 
others. There is perhaps no better ex- 
ample of Christian responsibility than the 
person who gives generously of his income 
to the work of his church. I strongly urge 
each person in the Diocese to consider 
prayerfully and earnestly the call to be- 
come a tithing member of the Body of 
Christ. 

The standard of the tithe, which means 
one-tenth of one’s gross income, is to be 
found in the Old Testament. There it is 
pointed out that this portion of a man’s 
goods belongs to God, and that the 
“owner” of a field or of a fortune is only 
God’s steward. Jesus came to fulfill the 
law, rather than to change it—and it is 
my recollection that in no case did he ever 
revise the old law downward! In the book 
of Acts of the Apostles we read of Chris- 
tians who, far from being content with a 
tithe, actually gave all of their goods to 


Bishop Shires and Bishop Block—tithers both, they recommend the practice to others. 


the Christian community. My personal 
feeling is, and has always been, that any 
goal short of a tithe suggests an inade- 
quate concept of Christian stewardship. 
I strongly urge every churchman in the 
Diocese of California to give a tithing 
goal his prayerful consideration. 
—BisHoP BLOCK 


. and Bishop Shires 


When as a young man I came to the 
realization that the most important con- 
cern for me in life was my responsibility 
to God, I soon came to the conviction that 
I must spell out the implications of that 
responsibility, not only in terms of obed- 
ience to His commandments and service 
to my fellowmen and obligations to the 
Church, but also in terms of what part of 
my income I would give to God. In fact, 
this seemed to me one of the severest tests 
of the sincerity of my religious life. How 
much I ought to give to satisfy my con- 
science was a real concern. I knew that 
our Lord had made the stewardship of our 
financial income a primary duty of the 
Christian life. But what was steward- 
ship? The measure of the need for my 
giving I found of little help. That varies 
so widely at times and places. Rather I 
was driven to seek for some satisfactory 
standard of giving, that is to work out 
what definite proportion belonged to the 
Lord. The Bible itself has provided the 


guide. The ancient practice of giving one- 
tenth to the Lord not only seems reason- 
able, but has stood the test of the ages. 
This is called tithing and tithing is becom- 
ing for more and more people the Chris- 
tian rule for meeting their financial re- 
sponsibility to the Lord. 

When you begin to think about the 
benefits and blessings of tithing, the first 
thing one is almost forced to say is that 
you are entering into the realm of real 
religious experience. 

It deepens the spiritual life of those 
who practice it. It represents the dedica- 
tion not only of the spirit, but of the 
physical and material aspects of our 
humanity. 

It brings an abiding sense of happiness 
because real giving always brings a sense 
of joy and satisfaction. 

It brings a sense of partnership with 
God in His work for the world. 

It results in a sense of gratitude for the 
privilege God thus gives us of sharing. 

The burden of giving becomes a thrill- 
ing experience. The proof of this is that 
it creates such an enthusiasm in the giver 
so that once a tither, always a tither. 

It gives us enough money to give not 
only to the Church but to the other many 
causes in which it is a joy to share. 

We no longer have to say how “little 
can I “get by” with, but how much can I 
give.—BISHOP SHIRES. 
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Self-Study Will Help 
Toward 10% GOAL! 


By The Rev. James P. Shaw, S. T. M. 


Director of Special Services, Dept. of Promotion 


“These you ought to have done, 
without neglecting the others” 
(Matt. 23:23 RSV). 


The most successful approach to a Can- 
vass is the total disregard for money. 
When we reach a point in our parish at 
which we can say “these we are doing 
without neglecting the others,” we need 
never worry over the results of any Can- 
vass whether it be for budget, building, 
or any other purpose. 

On this page you will find a table out- 
lining the giving pattern as reflected in a 
cross section of parishes and missions. 
This table is representative of the com- 
mon pattern in this Diocese and, indeed, 
in the whole American Church, with a 
few notable exceptions. When more than 
half our pledging families are not giving, 
but “tipping,” it would indicate we are 
both unaware of what we ought to have 
done and neglecting the others. There- 
fore, a Canvass ought to be first an inven- 
tory of our parish, a means of self-evalua- 
tion, of self-study. Self-analysis is often a 
disagreeable and difficult task. It becomes 
impossible unless there is a will to search 
and a willingness to accept the results. 

Self-study will clarify the mission of 
the parish in its area, in its diocese, and 
in its world. And when this is brought 
out the canvasser can go out armed with 


this information so that every parish fam- 
ily will know the real need of the Chris- 
tian family of which they are a part. The 
second element of the Canvass, therefore, 
is that of information, of telling the story 
of the parish in its whole setting, that is, 
in the world. This requires informed and 
committed laymen. 


In order to be committed there must be 
some standard against which they can 
measure their own position. This suggests 
the third element of a successful canvass, 
that is, a standard for Christian giving. 
This should not be confused with the mo- 
tivation for meeting the standard. There 
must be a reason for wanting to achieve. 
The dynamics of Christian giving is in the 
summary of the law—Love of God and 


neighbor. Christian love is a giving force. 
God gave through His son and man re- 
sponds by giving, for in the act of giving 
of the self, of time, talents, and tithes man 
experiences the new life in Christ. There- 
fore, the giving of possessions is a part 
of the whole life of Christ. 

There are all degrees of man’s ability 
to respond to the new life. Some are but 
infants, totally unable to waik in the way 
but growing toward it, others move on 
unsteady feet, still others run in the way 
as a conditioned athlete. For those who 
have reached maturity in their stewardship 
nothing need be added. For those still 
growing a standard is needed. We suggest 
that standard is the tithe, 10% of one’s 
income before taxes. This is a minimum 
standard. It is from the Old Testament 
law but Bishop Block has pointed out that 
Jesus never lowered the standards of the 
old law. 

By using the tithe as a standard of giv- 
ing, parishes and missions will be giving 
every family an opportunity to give pray- 
erful consideration to their own need to 
give and at the same time will enable the 
Church to go forward in its great task of 
bringing Christ to the world. 


A “CROSS SECTION” GIVING RECORD IN THE 


DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA Number of 
Weekly Pledge Pledging 
25c and* under 35 
26c— 75c 167 
76c— 1.25 245 
1.26- 1.75 75 
1.76- 2.25 116 
2.26— 2.75 25 
2.76— 3.50 32 
4.51- 5.50 22 
5.51-— 6.50 10 
6.51-— 7.50 4 
7.51— 8.50 ... ; 4 
8.51-11.00 5 
Over 11.00. 1 
Total families 758 


Total weekly pledge—$ 1183.00. 
Average pledge per family per week—$1.56. 


The above chart represents the composite giving records of five 
Churches: two city parishes, two missions, and one suburban parish. 
This chart was used in the Department of Promotion’s convocational 
meetings and is reproduced here at the suggestion of those attending 
the meetings. It represents, very closely, the typical breakdown of the 
giving record of any parish or mission within the Diocese of California, 
being in fact slightly higher than the Diocesan average. The Depart- 
ment suggested that any parish or mission which would compile a 
similar chart, based upon its own figures, would find that this would be 
interesting and useful in training a canvass organization. 
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But Will REALLY Work? 


Questions Reveal Doubts, Real Concerns Over 


Tithing Goal as Standard of Church Giving 


By THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PROMOTION 


During the meetings on the Every 
Member Canvass held through the 
Diocese by the Department of Pro- 
motion, certain questions regarding 
the tithing standard seemed to come 
up again and again. It was felt that 
a listing of these questions, an- 
swered to the best of the Depart- 
ment’s ability, might be helpful to 
those who were unable to attend the 
meetings. It will be seen from the 
questions that many of those attend- 
ing the meetings had serious doubts 
about the standard, or about their 
own ability to meet it. We hope that 
the answers we have given will be 
of real help to anyone who feels 


called to think in this direction. 


Q. Where do you get the figure of 
10 percent for a tithe? 

A. Originally appearing in the Old 
Testament, it was the standard for Juda- 
ism from about 800 B.C. onward. By 
Jesus’ time it was so widely accepted that 
Jesus himself said little about it. In Mat- 
thew 23:23 and other passages it is ob- 
vious that He accepts this standard as 
binding. In any case, as Bishop Block has 
pointed out, “we see no place where Jesus 
ever revised the Old Testament standards 
downward.” The tithe has been accepted 
by the Christian Church since its begin- 
nings, although it has been taught with 
varying degrees of intensity through the 
years. 


Q. Does my tithe include my gifts 
to charities? 

A. Of course, there is no Biblical evi- 
dence on this point. Common sense would 
seem to say that bona fide gifts to charities 
other than the Church may be deducted 
from the tithe. For example—a family 
would figure its own tithe, then subtract 
the gifts that it makes to Red Cross, United 
Crusade, etc., and pledge the rest to the 
Church. Statistically, the average family 
gives a surprisingly small percentage of 
its total income to charities, however. 


Q. Is the tithe figured before or 
after personal income taxes? 

A. Once again this question has no 
Biblical answer. Consistent with the stand- 
ard, however, it would seem that the tithe 
should be based on “adjusted gross in- 
come” BEFORE personal income tax. Very 


little of one’s tax dollar goes toward what 
can strictly be called charitable purposes. 
Most is spent upon national defense, vet- 
erans’ affairs, and foreign aid. 


Q. Is the tithe really the standard 
for Episcopalians in this Diocese? 

A. The tithe is a Biblical standard. No 
Church group, including the Diocese of 
California, would seem to have any right 
to vary this standard in the interests of 
expediency. 

Q. I have heard of “modern tithes” 
based upon five percent of one’s in- 
come, and taking into account tke 
number of dependents a family may 
have. Is it permissible to figure my 
tithe upon one of these charts? 

A. Every family must arrive at its own 
pledge in prayer. If a family, under God, 
can say “this much I can do, and no more,” 
it is not for anyone else to decide if this 
is a good pledge for that family. We are 
not under law, but under Grace. One must 
question the right of any group, however, 
to publish a “table of tithing” which is 
different from the Bible standard. We 
would feel that a “tithe” is one thing, a 
generous gift another. 


Q. Do you mean to say that a fam- 
ily with a certain income should 
pledge the same as every one else 
with that income, without regard to 
special expenses that it may have? 

A. The dollar amount of each pledge is 
up to the individual family. We are talk- 
ing about a standard. We have talked to 
men for whom a complete tithe would 
still not be sacrificial: Generally speaking, 
the tithe is a MINIMUM standard. A per- 
son with a high income, or with small 
expenses, would want to do more than a 
tithe in some cases. 

Q. You speak of “token giving” in 
the Diocese. What does it mean? 

A. Any pledge is a “token pledge” 
which is not made in prayer, and which 
does not bring a real spiritual impact upon 
the family making it. “Give till it hurts” 
may be an old saw—but a pledge which is 
not felt in the family economy is unlikely 
to have any real effect upon the giver. 

Q. Do you really mean that I 
should make a pledge which would 
force me to give up things that I 
may want and need? 

A. This would seem to be the only 
possible basis upon which a pledge should 
be made, 


Q. What about families with low 
incomes? Can they pledge upon this 
basis? 

A. In point of fact, families with low 
incomes in the Diocese of California are 
at present the highest pledgers, both in 
dollar amounts and in percentage of in- 
come. The parish which, to our knowl- 
edge, most nearly approaches the tithe as 
a standard, is located in an area where the 
average income is nearly 25 percent less: 
than the national average income. The 
story of the “widow's mite” may be help- 
ful here. 


Q. I have heard people say, “A 
tither actually has more money.” 
How could this be possible? 

A. Many people have told us that, upon 
becoming tithers, they found that they 
were better stewards of the money that 
they had. They don’t really have more 
money—but they are more careful with 
their money. If we really believe that “All 
we have comes from God,” then “Steward- 
ship” means taking care of the money that 
we keep as well as the money that we give. 


Q. Isn’t this just an ideal? Can 
anybody really reach the tithe? 

A. More people, both clergy and lay, 
are tithing in this Diocese than anyone 
realizes. There are few churches without 
someone in them who is moving toward 
this standard or who has reached it. 


Q. Won’t people be kept away 
from the Church by hearing of this 
standard? 

A. The Church has many difficult stand- 
ards. This is one of the few that she has 
been willing to lower in the past. The 
Church would seem to need, not more 
people, but more Disciples! 

Q. Is this standard really accepted 
in the Episcopal Church? 

A. There are many answers to this 
question. The Episcopal Church is not at 
present a tithing Church, which means 
that the standard is not accepted in terms 
of behavior. On the other hand, the House 
of Bishops has specifically rejected a state- 
ment recommending “proportionate giv- 
ing” and called for a statement which 
would specifically mention the tithe. Hence 
it is an accepted standard in that sense. 

Q. What about the program of the 
Church? If our parish tithed, we 
would have so much more money 
than we have that we wouldn’t know 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Self-Study 
Toward 10% GOAL! 


ill Help 


By The Rev. James P. Shaw, S. T. M. 


Dwector of Special Services, Dept. of Promotion 


“These you ought to have done, 
without neglecting the others” 
(Matt. 23:23 RSV). 


The most successful approach to a Can- 
vass is the total disregard for money. 
When we reach a point in our parish at 
which we can say “these we are doing 
without neglecting the others,’ we need 
never worry over the results of any Can- 
vass whether it be for budget, building, 
or any other purpose. 

On this page you will find a table out- 
lining the giving pattern as reflected in a 
cross section of parishes and missions. 
This table is representative of the com- 
mon pattern in this Diocese and, indeed, 
in the whole American Church, with a 
few notable exceptions. When more than 
half our pledging families are not giving, 
but “tipping,” it would indicate we are 
both unaware of what we ought to have 
done and neglecting the others. There- 
fore, a Canvass ought to be first an inven- 
tory of our parish, a means of self-evalua- 
tion, of self-study. Self-analysis is often a 
disagreeable and difficult task. It becomes 
impossible unless there is a will to search 
and a willingness to accept the results. 

Self-study will clarify the mission of 
the parish in its area, in its diocese, and 
in its world. And when this is brought 
out the canvasser can go out armed with 


this information so that every parish fam- 
ily will know the real need of the Chris- 
tian family of which they are a part. The 
second element of the Canvass, therefore, 
is that of information, of telling the story 
of the parish in its whole setting, that is, 
in the world. This requires informed and 
committed laymen. 


In order to be committed there must be 
some standard against which they can 
measure their own position. This suggests 
the third element of a successful canvass, 
that is, a standard for Christian giving. 
This should not be confused with the mo- 
tivation for meeting the standard. There 
must be a reason for wanting to achieve. 
The dynamics of Christian giving is in the 
summary of the law—Love of God and 


neighbor. Christian love is a giving force. 
God gave through His son and man fe- 
sponds by giving, for in the act of giving 
of the self, of time, talents, and tithes man 
experiences the new life in Christ. There- 
fore, the giving of possessions is a part 
of the whole life of Christ. 

There are all degrees of man’s ability 
to respond to the new life. Some are but 
infants, totally unable to waik in the way 
but growing toward it, others move on 
unsteady feet, still others run in the way 
as a conditioned athlete. For those who 
have reached maturity in their stewardship 
nothing need be added. For those still 
growing a standard is needed. We suggest 
that standard is the tithe, 10% of one’s 
income before taxes. This is a minimum 
standard. It is from the Old Testament 
law but Bishop Block has pointed out that 
Jesus never lowered the standards of the 
old law. 

By using the tithe as a standard of giv- 
ing, parishes and missions will be giving 
every family an opportunity to give pray- 
erful consideration to their own need to 
give and at the same time will enable the 
Church to go forward in its great task of 
bringing Christ to the world. 


A “CROSS SECTION” GIVING RECORD IN THE 


DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA Number of 
Weekly Pledge Pledging 
25c and* under 35 
26c— 75c 167 
76c = 1.25 245 
1.26— 1.75 75 
1.76— 2.25 116 
2.26— 2.75 25 
2.76— 3.50 32 
17 
4.51- 5.50 22 
6.51- 7.50 4 
7.51— 8.50 ... 4 
8.51-—11.00 5 
Over 11.00. 1 
Total families 758 


Total weekly pledge—$ 1183.00. 
Average pledge per family per week—$1.56. 


The above chart represents the composite giving records of five 
Churches: two city parishes, two missions, and one suburban parish. 
This chart was used in the Department of Promotion’s convocational 
meetings and is reproduced here at the suggestion of those attending 
the meetings. It represents, very closely, the typical breakdown of the 
giving record of any parish or mission within the Diocese of California, 
being in fact slightly higher than the Diocesan average. The Depart- 
ment suggested that any parish or mission which would compile a 
similar chart, based upon its own figures, would find that this would be 
interesting and useful in training a canvass organization. 
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But Will REALLY Work? 


Questions Reveal Doubts, Real Concerns Over 
Tithing Goal as Standard of Church Giving 


By THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PROMOTION 


During the meetings on the Every 
Member Canvass held through the 
Diocese by the Department of Pro- 
motion, certain questions regarding 
the tithing standard seemed to come 
up again and again. It was felt that 
a listing of these questions, an- 
swered to the best of the Depart- 
ment’s ability, might be helpful to 
those who were unable to attend the 
mectings. It will be seen from the 
questions that many of those attend- 
ing the meetings had serious doubts 
about the standard, or about their 
own ability to meet it. We hope that 
the answers we have given will be 
of real help to anyone who feels 


called to think in this direction. 


Q. Where do you get the figure of 
10 percent for a tithe? 

A. Originally appearing in the Old 
Testament, it was the standard for Juda- 
ism from about 800 B.C. onward. By 
Jesus’ time it was so widely accepted that 
Jesus himself said little about it. In Mat- 
thew 23:23 and other passages it is ob- 
vious that He accepts this standard as 
binding. In any case, as Bishop Block has 
pointed out, “we see no place where Jesus 
ever revised the Old Testament standards 
downward.” The tithe has been accepted 
by the Christian Church since its begin- 
nings, although it has been taught with 
varying degrees of intensity through the 
years. 


Q. Does my tithe include my gifts 
to charities? 

A. Of course, there is no Biblical evi- 
dence on this point. Common sense would 
seem to say that bona fide gifts to charities 
other than the Church may be deducted 
from the tithe. For example—a family 
would figure its own tithe, then subtract 
the gifts that it makes to Red Cross, United 
Crusade, etc., and pledge the rest to the 
Church. Statistically, the average family 
gives a surprisingly small percentage of 
its total income to charities, however. 


Q. Is the tithe figured before or 
after personal income taxes? 

A. Once again this question has no 
Biblical answer. Consistent with the stand- 
ard, however, it would seem that the tithe 
should be based on “adjusted gross in- 
come” BEFORE personal income tax. Very 


little of one’s tax dollar goes toward what 
can strictly be called charitable purposes. 
Most is spent upon national defense, vet- 
erans’ affairs, and foreign aid. 


Q. Is the tithe really the standard 
for Episcopalians in this Diocese? 

A. The tithe is a Biblical standard. No 
Church group, including the Diocese of 
California, would seem to have any right 
to vary this standard in the interests of 
expediency. 

Q. Ihave heard of “modern tithes” 
based upon five percent of one’s in- 
come, and taking into account the 
number cf dependents a family may 
have. Is it permissible to figure my 
tithe upon one of these charts? 

A. Every family must arrive at its own 
pledge in prayer. If a family, under God, 
can say “this much I can do, and no more,” 
it is not for anyone else to decide if this 
is a good pledge for that family. We are 
not under law, but under Grace. One must 
question the right of any group, however, 
to publish a “table of tithing” which is 
different from the Bible standard. We 
would feel that a “tithe” is one thing, a 
generous gift another. 


Q. Do you mean to say that a fam- 
ily with a certain income should 
pledge the same as every one else 
with that income, without regard to 
special expenses that it may have? 

A. The dollar amount of each pledge is 
up to the individual family. We are talk- 
ing about a standard. We have talked to 
men for whom a complete tithe would 
still not be sacrificial: Generally speaking, 
the tithe is a MINIMUM standard. A per- 
son with a high income, or with small 
expenses, would want to do more than a 
tithe in some cases. 

Q. You speak of “token giving” in 
the Diocese. What does it mean? 

A. Any pledge is a “token pledge” 
which is not made in prayer, and which 
does not bring a real spiritual impact upon 
the family making it. “Give till it hurts” 
may be an old saw—but a pledge which is 
not felt in the family economy is unlikely 
to have any real effect upon the giver. 

Q. Do you really mean that I 
should make a pledge which would 
force me to give up things that I 
may want and need? 

A. This would seem to be the only 
possible basis upon which a pledge should 
be made, 


Q. What about families with low 
incomes? Can they pledge upon this 
basis? 

A. In point of fact, families with low 
incomes in the Diocese of California are 
at present the highest pledgers, both in 
dollar amounts and in percentage of in- 
come. The parish which, to our knowl- 
edge, most nearly approaches the tithe as 
a standard, is located in an area where the 
average income is nearly 25 percent less 
than the national average income. The 
story of the “widow's mite” may be help- 
ful here. 

Q. I have heard people say, “A 
tither actually has more money.” 
How could this be possible? 

A. Many people have told us that, upon 
becoming tithers, they found that they 
were better stewards of the money that 
they had. They don’t really have more 
money—but they are more careful with 
their money. If we really believe that “All 
we have comes from God,” then “Steward- 
ship” means taking care of the money that 
we keep as well as the money that we give. 


Q. Isn’t this just an ideal? Can 
anybody really reach the tithe? 

A. More people, both clergy and lay, 
are tithing in this Diocese than anyone 
realizes. There are few churches without 
someone in them who is moving toward 
this standard or who has reached it. 


Q. Won’t people be kept away 
from the Church by hearing of this 
standard? 

A. The Church has many difficult stand- 
ards. This is one of the few that she has 
been willing to lower in the past. The 
Church would seem to need, not more 
people, but more Disciples! 

Q. Is this standard really accepted 
in the Episcopal Church? 

A. There are many answers to this 
question. The Episcopal Church is not at 
present a tithing Church, which means 
that the standard is not accepted in terms 
of behavior. On the other hand, the House 
of Bishops has specifically rejected a state- 
ment recommending “proportionate giv- 
ing” and called for a statement which 
would specifically mention the tithe. Hence 
it is an accepted standard in that sense. 

Q. What about the program of the 
Church? If our parish tithed, we 
would have so much more money 


than we have that we wouldn’t know 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Have FAILED? 


By the Rev. Walter Williams, D.D. 


Rector, St. Mark's Church, Berkeley 


Minister Sees Stewardship Teaching 
As Lack in His Pastoral Ministry 


As a priest grows in years, many areas 
of failure both to perceive and to do 
become so dreadfully plain to him. In no 
area is my failure as a priest to teach and 
to lead more distressingly plain to me 
than in the area of Stewardship. As I 
reflect on the implications of the ignor- 
ance of many good church people to per- 
ceive any cogency or pressing need for 
the exercise of giving or Biblical steward- 
ship my face flames at the failure of my 
teaching and preaching. 

Most church people have heard 
the word “Tithing” but it is a word 
far removed from their personal ex- 
perience, or a word which is suspect 
because associated in their minds 
with certain sects and religious 
grcups for whom they have a cer- 
tain contempt—and, please, let us 
have none of this in the Episcopal 
Church. But the principle of Tithing 
is deeply imbedded in the whole reve- 
lation of God as recorded in the 
Biblical records. 

To evade the principle of Tithing is to 
evade a straightforward Biblical injunc- 
tion. Nor is this evasion justified on the 
grounds that, with certain persons (as the 
Pharisee in the Lord’s Parable of the 
Pharisee and Publican), tithing has be- 
come spiritual pride. The great arch- 
angel Lucifer, closest to God in relation- 
ship, allowed that very privilege to be- 
come such pride that he was corrupted 
and thrown down from heaven—but is 
that any reason to say therefore I should 
eschew any relationship with the God who 
is the very grounds of my being itself? 

The truth of Tithing is that it is a 
principle laid down by God Himself 
in his revelation. It is this that I am 
commissioned to preach as a priest. 

What is important is that the principle 
of tithing is what the Scriptures set 
forth. It is not for the preacher to do 


other than see that the People of God are 
confronted with the Biblical injunction. 
If they, the People of God, will not ac- 
cept the injunction to tithing—then this 
is their own choice. 

But this means that each person 
who decides not to accept the Bibli- 
cal tithe must also accept the per- 
sonal responsibility for rewriting the 
Bible. 

Don't argue with the preacher—he can 
only set forth what is in the Word of God. 
If you would change the Bible, then you 
must accept the responsibility of correct- 
ing God for yourself. 

All this makes clear the folly of the 
many years I preached about Parish bud- 
gets. About the items of a parish budget 
there can always be just argument as to 
whether too much is spent for office ex- 
penses, or sewer pipes could have been 
installed for less, or perhaps the organist 
is not being paid enough. So the Canvass 


_ is accepted and promoted as if it were a 


money-raising campaign of the same kind 
as any other good community project and 
obligation. And the further implication 
is that one has to decide how to divide 
one’s charity budget between so many 
equally good things, including the Purpose 
of God as expressed through His Mysti- 
cal Body the Church. This is an indication 
of the extent to which the life of the 
Christian community has been diverted 
and corrupted by the standards and judg- 
ments of the secular world. 

This is a kind of bargaining with 
God. The Bible kas many instances 
of such bargaining with God, few of 
them successful. Do you bargain 
with God over that Providence that 
sustains our very lives, over food 
and air and life and the predictable 
order of the world He created? How 
does one bargain for love? 

We do this bargaining at all levels. I 


remember as a young man being at an 
important football game where my team 
was three points behind, and we were two 
yards from the goal line, and saying to 
God “If you'll let them score a touch- 
down, then I'll do so-and-so”—and I re- 
member my disillusionment when they did 
not score! At no level does one bargain 
with the Majesty of God the Creator of 
the world and of me, too. 

This is why published tables of 
preportionate giving, with all kinds 
of exceptions and reservations, or 
discussions as to whether one calcu- 
lates giving from the gross income 
or any adjustment thereof, all seem 
like heretical documents. These are 
human rationalizations. 

My long pilgrimage to acceptance of 
tithing as one of the necessary relation- 
ships w:th God stemmed from a wonder- 
ful Quaker friend who said to me once, 
“Just what do you mean by talking about 
Giving? If a tenth of what God has al- 
lowed you to have in trust is His, then 
how cre you giving God anything? How 
can you talk of giving until you have 
gone beyond that tenth which is His? And 
to withhold that tenth that is His really 
is embezzlement, and as reprehensible as 
the legal Trustee who juggles accounts.” 
And against this, then, how do I justify 
bargaining over what I hold in trust, and 
is God's anyway? But, at a deeper level 
still, how do I square bargaining with 
“All that I have is thine.” The Father's 
remark to the Elder Son in the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son is pertinent to me. What 
do I withhold? 

I suspect that the Old Testament 
proscriptions of idols and private 

ods is still equally true of us. We 
ave in the houses of our hearts too 
often a private room with a safe- 
combination, in which is an altar 
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over which are security signs and 
doliar signs and wealth-possession 
signs—and to this private and se- 
curely locked room few threats are 
permitted. But when the good Christ 
demands entry into ourselves one of 
the essential conditions is that all is 
to be surrendered, and nothing closed 
off to Him. 

“Where the treasure is, there will be 
the heart also” is a frightening statement 
in the New Testament. If any rooms in 
our hearts are locked to the Christ then 
the personal Temple needs to be cleansed 
as He cleansed the one in Jerusalem. To 
say we are His and then withhold any of 
ourselves is hypocrisy and therefore sick- 
ness of soul. 

And the tithe has something to say to 
the corrupting expediencies of our giving 
to God. Is my judgment about what I 
return to God always dependable? I, too, 
often found before surrendering to the 
tithe that I could find the best excuses and 
rationalizations. When my self-interest 
was involved I finally saw that the “cash 
value” I put on my relationship with God 
was shocking and frightening. Every 
financial transaction with God is a state- 
ment of your estimate of His value to you. 
The squeaking wheel is the one that gets 
the grease. The most clamorous and threat- 
ening creditors are the ones paid off first. 
But one of the frightening aspects of God 
is that He does not so clamor or threaten 
or use force so that when the choice is 
left to me, who am so much involved in 
purely secular standards of “If you don’t 
look out for yourself, then no one else 
will” or “A man’s best friend is his bank 
account,” then by and large it is God who 
gets left out or has to take what little is 
left over at the tag end of the budget. This 
is so true that the vast majority of church 
people when they make their wills (i.e., 
ready themselves for an accounting to God 
of their stewardship and trusteeship, as in 
the face of death, to be confronted by 
- Him) never even give a fleeting thought 
to the Prayer-Book injunction to remem- 
ber God in their bequests. What the 
Church of God could do in evangelization, 
in providing for counseling, in establish- 
ment of missions, if every churchman and 
churchwoman provided even a modest 
amount, I can scarcely even envision! 

Some of the professional fund-raising 
organizations speak of “our need to give.” 
The way in which these organizations 
speak of this is not always palatable, but 
this does not alter the basic truth of this 
need. One sees this in Holy Matrimony 
where the major adjustment is not sex but 
egocentricity, the tendency to look on 
relationship in terms of what you get 
rather than in what you can give to one 
so much beloved. And yet the giving of 
the girl’s hand is a symbol of the giving 
of the whole self, lock, stock, and barrel, 


and nothing held out. And one cannot 
take such gifts “for granted,” as one’s 
right and due, for which one returns now 
and again a tip. “What hast thou that 
thou hast not been given?” asks St. Paul. 

When you are really in love then 
the problem is not How much do I 
give at all, but the need for sacra- 
mentally clothing the expression of 
love in outward and visible forms 
and signs. 

It is a silly girl who believes that the 
boy who won't spend a dime on her is in 
love with her. Here giving is synonymous 
with love and compassion and sympathy 
and identification. As we have forgiven, 
so shall we be forgiven. As we love, so 
shall we be loved, or, rather, have the 
capacity to accept that love which is be- 
yond our deserving. Compassion begets 
compassion. All these foreshadow a qual- 
ity of strength in giving that in its turn 
becomes our capacity truly to receive. 

One of the curious things that a 
tither discovers is how the accept- 
ance of this standard as minimal 
opens the gates full wide for the 
operation of the grace of God. Tith- 
ing suddenly opens a new vista of 
relationship. It is almost as if one 
had been freed. Now this enters the 
area of experience. Only those who 
love can really describe love. Only 
those who are citizens of a country 
can really tell you about that coun- 
try. Only a tither can tell you about 
tithing and the intimacy of relation- 
ship it seems to bring about. 

It is a curious fact to me that I have 
seldom known a tither ever to retreat 
from this standard. Indeed, you hardly 
seem to miss what seems to be a big slice 
out of your income—this is another of 
the Christian paradoxes I am sure. This 
doesn't mean that there aren't things, 
therefore, that you do without—there are 
indeed stringencies about tithing. But 
just what do we honestly mean when we 
talk of sacrifice. Do we mean the tiny 
little things that hardly prick us? Or do 
we mean something of real dimension and 
depth, out of one of the crucial areas of 
our life, out of one of the central goals 
of a man’s career, his money? 

What a tither begins to glimpse and to 
know is the necessity of personal commit- 
ment, of personal conversion. Conversion 
and commitment are not popular Episco- 
palian words either. But they are as true 
of us as of any other Christian people. 
How we need to be converted to the pri- 
macy of God and not this world! How 
we need to be committed in every area 
of our being and thought to the reality of 
our Baptismal and Confirmation vows! 
When we are committed to the standards 
of God we are in a safe and secure place, 
under the shadow of a mighty rock in a 
barren and dry land. Deuteronomy 8 has 


to say to us all: “When thy 
herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy 
silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all 
that thou hast is multiplied; then thine 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the 
Lord thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, . . . and thou say 
in thine heart, My power and the might 
of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 
But thou remember the Lord thy God: for 
it is he that giveth thee the power to get 
wealth, THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH HIS 
COVENANT which he sware unto thy 
fathers . . .” Unless we acept ourselves 
as the Bible presents us, as organically 
related to an Eternal God who is the 
source of life, then we block the door for 
the operation of the grace of God in us. 
We all need conversion from our immer- 
sion in the secular standards of much of 
our daily living. 

What does it mean to be a Chris- 
tian? What are the terms of my 
relationship with God? “And here 
we offer ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and 
living sacrifice .. . that he may be 
in us and we in him.” What the tither 
comes to know and experience is that 
you cannot be converted in pieces. A 
partially converted ship stays use- 
lessly in the dry-dock. 

The Dean of Spokane, Richard Coombs, 
summed this up as follows: “Stewardship 
is the key word .. . in the phrases of our 
Lord’s parables: . . . ‘give an account of 
thy stewardship; for thou mayest no longer 
be steward.’ The implications are far- 
reaching. We are what God made us. 
We have what God has given us. What 
we are and have are to be used for God's 
purposes, not ours. We are stewards. That 
is, we are servants entrusted with God's 
possessions. It is a terrifying thought that 
we may be using God's possessions for our 
own purposes. For if we are, then we are 
misunderstanding everything to which we 
claim to have committed ourselves as 
members of the Body of God's Christ, and 
we are misappropriating those things 
which ultimately do not belong to us. 

. give an account of thy stewardship, 
for thou mayest be no longer steward.’ ’ 

As I look back at my prea 
about budgets, and financial cam- 
paigns, and canvasses, I am forced 
to my knees in shame. What is our 
business is dedication, conversion, 
commitment of our whole selves, in- 
cluding that area which is the most 
sensitive, those possessions which, 
in our civilization and culture, have 
become the center of most of our 
daily activity. I feel a dreadful and 
crushing sense of failure as priest for 
the fact that people are surprised by 
even the word “tithe.” At the very 


least the people to whom I have min- 
(Continued on page 12) 
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By MARY MOORES 
(Mostly gleaned from parish papers) 


St. LuKe’s, San Francisco—Miss Doiores Bennett, June 
graduate of St. Margaret's House, who was a student worker 
at St. Luke’s last year, is now the parish DRE. While work- 
ing part time at the parish, she is also studying for a B.D. 
degree at C_DS.P. 

Miss Dona Aiken is the new Directress of the Parish 
Nursery School. She was a recreation director for the city 
of San Francisco for nine years, and did work in supervision 
of teen-age centers, young adult clubs, pre-school activities, 
playgrounds and day camps. 

Two stained giass windows were installed in the vestibule 
recently, one depicting St. Thaddaeus in memory of Thad- 
daeus Lafayette Adams, father of vestryman, Philip Adams; 
and the other portraying Elisabeth, the mother of John the 
Baptist, in memory of Sarah B. Daniels. 

eee 
St. PAUL'S, San Rafael—Mr. Charles Taylor, Jr., began work 
as seminarian assistant at the parish this Fall. Mr. Taylor is 
a middler at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific, and 
received his Bachelor's degree from Emory University, At- 
lanta, Georgia, and has taken further study at George Pea- 
body Coilege for Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee. 


CHURCH OF OuR Saviour, Mill Valley—The Rev. Corwin 
Calavan, rector of St. John’s, Oakland, is conducting a series 
of six meetings on “Practical Prayer Life” beginning Tues- 
day, October 8, following a celebration of the Holy Euchar- 
ist by the rector, the Rev. Murray Hammond, for the Marin 
Convocation. 

eee 


GRACE CATHEDRAL, San Francisco—Following the service 
of rededication of the Carillon and Evensong on September 
22, Mr. Richard Purvis, organist, presented the first in this 
year's season concerts. The program consisted of ecclesias- 
tical chamber music by Handei, Leoillet, and Mozart, and 
was performed in the Chapel of Grace with Mr. Purvis at 
the console of the Crocker Memorial Organ, assisted by a 
string ensemble. 

Dr. Maurice Kaplan of the Psychiatric Clinic at Children’s 
Hospital, San Francisco, was a recent speaker at the Tuesday 
evening meeting of the Carillon Club. 


TRINITY, Menlo Park—The Old Chapel was offered 
to the Orthodox congregation and they accepted it and will 
move it to Crane Street from its present location on the 
parish property. 

eee 
St. JAMES, Fremont—On the Feast of St. Michael and All 
Angels, the parish celebrated its ninetieth anniversary of 
the consecration of the Church. Present for the occasion was 
Bishop Shires, whose seventh anniversary of his consecra- 
tion as Bishop also fell upon this date. 

eee 
ALL SAINTS’, Watsonville—The cover format of the Sursum 
Corda (parish bulletin) has been redesigned by the senior 
warden, Reg. St. George. It is produced in three colors and 
depicts the stained glass window of St. John. 

St. PAUL'S, Salinas—A Quiet Day for the Convocation was 
held on October 24, led by the Rev. Dr. Charles Francis 
Whiston, Professor of Systematic Theology at C.D.S.P. 


St. PAUL’s, Walnut Creek—Every third Sunday in the month 
Evening Prayer is held in the Chapel at 3:00 p.m. for the 
deaf. There are only 20 men, both hearing and deaf, devot- 
ing themselves to this ministry. Virginia Theological Semi- 
nary is the only seminary of our Church that offers a course 
in Dactylology, and the Rev. Robert Tsu, curate, is a grad- 
uate of the Virginia Seminary and therefore able to conduct 
this service. 

St. JoHN’s, Del Monte—The new parish house was dedi- 
cated at 4:30 p.m. on the Feast of St. Michael and All 
Angels. The Rev. Bernard Lovgren is rector. 

St. JAMES’, San Francisco—Bishop Shires instituted the Rev. 
Max Christensen as rector of St. James’, San Francisco, on 
October 20. 

Mr. Chester H. Howe has been appointed Youth Director 
for the parish. He is a postulant from the Diocese of Los 
Angeles, and a Junior at C.DS.P. He holds a B.A. from 
Wake Forest College in North Carolina. 

eee 
St. PAUL'S, Oakland—Recent speaker at the meeting of the 
Woman's Auxiliary was the Very Rev. Paul Roberts, who 
has been Dean of St. John’s Cathedral, Denver, for the past 
20 years and is now retired and planning to make his home 
in the Hawaiian Islands. 
eee 
St. PAUL'S, Burlingame—Miss Nellie McKim, daughter of 
the Rt. Rev. John McKim, late Bishop of North Tokyo, 
Japan, was the speaker at the first fall meeting of the United 
Women of St. Paul’s. Miss McKim served for a number of | 
years as a missionary in Japan and was imprisoned in the | 
Philippines during the war. | 
eee 
ST. STEPHEN'S, Orinda—The Rev. Corwin Calavan con- 
ducted a Quiet Day for the Woman's Auxiliary of the Oak- 
land Convocation, on October 9. 
eee 
ST. CUTHBERT’S, Oakland—The Woman's Auxiliary recently 
held a picnic in the Redwood Regional Park in honor of the 
Rev. Harold Kelley and their returning vicar, the Rev. 
Charles Hiils. They wrote and sang the following song: 
AN ODE TO THE VICARS OF ST. CUTHBERT’S 
(Sung to the tune of “California Here I Come” ) 
Dr. Keliey is a cinch 
To help us when we're in a pinch. 
Each month he retires, then gets a call 
Helping others building their churches 
He helps us all, we love him 
His shelves, cupboards, closets also are fine 
His tools come in handy all down the line. 
What a friend we're proud to know, 
Dr. Keiley, we thank you so. 


Back to Cal-if-or-ni-a 

Come the Hills brothers again to stay. 

Here's Charlie—Here’s Rowland, back to the Bay. 

We're happy, they're happy; hip, hip, hooray—we love them 
Welcome again to the golden state 

Having you with us again is great. 

We know that we cannot go wrong 

With you, Charles, back where you belong. 
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Department Completes First 
Teacher Training Sessions 


“Highly successful” was the term used 
by the director of the Department of 
Christian Education of the Diocese, the 
Rev. Canon Richard Byfield, to describe 
the series of teacher training meetings 
which were sponsored by the department 
through the Diocese during September. 
With day-long meetings in each Convo- 
cation, purpose of the visits was to pre- 
pare clergy and directors of Christian 
education to train the teachers of the 
parish to exercise their ministry in a 
more effective way. 

Using as a basic text the newly-released 
guide to teacher training prepared by the 
National Council Department of Chris- 
tian Education, the series of meetings took 
as a basic premise the responsibility of 
the parish priest for seeing that his teach- 
ers are properly trained. Recognizing that, 
while most priests gladly accept this re- 
sponsibility, they are in some cases not 
fully prepared for the task, the guide 
attempts to lay down a series of 17 meet- 
ings for teachers within the parish, mak- 
ing in all a two-year course. Canon Byfield 
spent the day with the clergy in reviewing 
the course, and in training them in its use. 

According to the director, reports from 
the parishes have indicated that it may be 
useful to continue the meetings at stated 
times through the year. A questionnaire 
to determine the advisability of this was 
in the mail this week. 

Reports have also indicated that many 
of the clergy who attended the sessions 
have since begun to use the courses in 
their parish churches. Canon Byfield indi- 
cated that the department hopes to receive 
reports as to how the courses work out in 
actual use, and will welcome such reports 
from the clergy involved. 


All Saints’ Dedicates 
New Chandeliers 


Magnificent chandeliers of antique Eng- 
lish bronze were dedicated at All Saints’ 
Church, 1350 Waller Street, San Francisco, 
on the last Sunday in August. The chan- 
deliers, three large ones over the center 
aisle and eight smaller ones over the side 
aisles, were specially designed following a 
careful study of the church and analysis 
of its needs by expert lighting engineers. 

They were given by Mr. Theodore 
Nicou, a member of the parish, in mem- 
ory of an uncle who is also his godfather. 
This donation is the latest in a series of 
gifts from various sources which have 
made All Saints’ famous for its beautiful 
furnishings and devotional atmosphere. 

The Rector of the parish, the Rev. Leon 
P. Harris, in his sermon paid tribute to 
all who have bestowed works of art or 
utility to All Saints’ Church. 


Rector of St. Michael and All Angels’ parish in Concord, the Rev. Dr. Philip J. Daunton, is shown 


in front of the new church building recently completed and dedicated. 


Beautiful New Church Building Dedicated 
At St. Michael and All Angels’, Concord 


September 29 at 4:00 p.m. the Patronal 
Festival of St. Michael and All Angels’, 
Concord, saw the dedication of their new 
church by Bishop Shires. 

Participating in the service were the 
Rev. James P. Trotter, now Rector of St. 
Francis, Turlock, who as Rector of St. 
Paul's, Walnut Creek, first initiated Epis- 
copal services in Concord; the Rev. F. 
Mashall Wickham, now Rector of St. 
Francis, Willow Glen, and the first resi- 
dent Vicar of the Concord parish; and the 
Rev. B. C. DeCamp, now Rector of St. 
Mark’s, Crockett, and the second resident 
Vicar. Following Bishop Shires’ Prayer of 
Dedication concealed trumpeters sounded 
forth with a paean of thanksgiving. 

Other diocesan clergy in the procession 
were the Reverend Messrs. Lewis A. Bas- 
kerville, David R. Wallace, Wilfred H. 
Hodgkin, Robert Tsu, C. Corwin Calavan, 
Stephen P. Ko, Charles M. Guilbert, and 
the Reverend Doctors William L. Sung 
and Walter Williams. Non-diocesan clergy 
included the Rev. Wayne Parker of the 
Missionary District of San Joaquin; the 
Rev. John G. Larsen, retired priest from 
the Diocese of Texas; and the Rev. Wal- 
ter C. Hsi of the Diocese of Hong Kong. 
Also present were a number of clergy rep- 
resenting the Concord Ministerial Fel- 
lowship, of which the present Rector is 
President, and the Contra Costa Council 
of Churches. 

The new church, which seats 600, was 
built at a cost (including furnishings) of 
$155,000, by the Romley Construction 


Company of Walnut Creek. The archi- 
tects were Arnold and Francis A. Consta- 
ble of Sausalito. 

After the services a reception to honor 
the visiting clergy and former members 
of the parish, who had returned for the 
dedication, was held in the Parish House 
under the chairmanship of Mrs. Robert 
Martin, assisted by the wives of the vestry. 


Chaplain Claims Bride 


In Early Fall Rites 


Nuptial Eucharist performed by Bishop 
Block in late summer united the Rev. 
Robert S. Morse, director of student work 
at the University of California, and Mrs. 
Nancy Burkett Nickel in holy matrimony. 

The bride, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles W. Burkett of San Francisco, is 
a native of San Francisco. She graduated 
from Sarah Dix Hamlin school in 1938 
and from Stanford University in 1942. 
She is the widow of John Beverley Nickel, 
and has two children, Nina Beverley and 
John Charles. 

Fr. Morse is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl L. Morse of Hawaii. Also a native 
of San Francisco, he graduated from 
College of Pacific in 1947 and attended 
Seabury-Western Theological Seminary. 
He was ordained deacon in 1950. 

The bridegroom's brother, Vern S. 
Morse, and the sister-in-law of the bride, 
Mrs. Charles W. Burkett, Jr., were attend- 
ants at the wedding, which was held at 
the Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin in San 
Francisco. 
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Bishop Takes Lead in Opposition 


To Taxation of Non-Profit Schools 


Bishop Karl Morgan Block, speak- 
ing to the clergy of the Diocese in 
September, took a strong official 
position against all efforts to reopen 
the question of taxation of church- 
related and other non-profit schools. 
Pointing out that such a move had 
been defeated by the voters of Cali- 
fornia within recent years, and that, 
if such legislation were passed, Cali- 
fornia would be the only state in the 
Union to tax such schools, Bishop 
Block recommended to his clergy 
that they oppose such legislation. In 
concluding his remarks, he read to 
the clergy a letter which he had 
written to the Rev. Kenneth W. 
Cary, Episcopal Priest of the Dio- 
cese of Los Angeles, who has been 
granted a six months leave of ab- 
sence by his parish in order to head 
up a fight against this measure’s ap- 
pearance on next year’s ballot. The 
Bishop’s statement received consid- 
erable attention from the secular 
and Church press and was quoted 
editorially on several occasions. The 
statement follows: 


THE REv. KENNETH W. Cary, Chairman, 

Protestants United Against Taxing 
Schools 

427 West Fifth Street 

Los Angeles 13, California 

My dear Mr. Cary: 


In response to your letter I want to ex- 
press my support of your work and of the 
objectives of your organization. I am 
sorry to see the renewal of the attempt to 
tax non-profit schools in view of the ex- 
pressed will of the people of California 
and their legislature. I believe that it is 
ill-advised and undertaken without a 
clear understanding of the issues involved. 


Those who cite “the separation of 
Church and State” as grounds for 
the taxing of schools have clearly 
failed to understand the principles 
motivating the framers of our Con- 
stitution. Our founding fathers, re- 
ligious men, were aware of the dan- 
gers inherent in a state-supported 
Church—dangers to Church as well 
as State. But to contend that this 
separation makes necessary an atti- 
tude of mutual suspicion and hostil- 
ity is to read into the doctrine more 
than was ever intended. These men 
were not dealing in absolutes, but in 
the political realities of their day. 

To be equally realistic today we must 
recognize the right of the state to grant 
tax exemption as a privilege to those or- 


ganizations whose work complements that 
of the state. In a time of moral and emo- 
tional chaos in our society, the Church- 
related schools stand as beacons, proclaim- 
ing their belief that only an education 
with a strong religious faith at its center 
can truly fit the youth of today to take 
their place in this society. 

In the most practical terms, the 
non-profit schools of California have 
stepped into the breach created by 
the greatest migration of people in 
recorded history. But for them our 
state schools would long ago have 
reached and passed their capacities. 
Double sessions and shortened hours 
in our schools reflect these conditions 
most dramatically. How ironic it 
would be if California, perhaps the 
state which has benefited most from 
these schools, should become the one 
state in the Union which shculd deny 
them this exemption. 

In short, | am completely opposed to 
any move to tax non-profit schools. I 
shall urge the people of the Diocese of 
California, and of the entire state, to 
join me in this opposition and to defeat 
this measure at the polls. You may feel 
free to use this letter in any way that may 
best suit this purpose. 

Yours very truly, 
THE RT. REv. KARL M. BLOCK 
Bishop of California 


Mountain View Church 


Plans Christmas Festival 

Woman's Auxiliary of St. Timothy’s, 
Mountain View, has chosen December 6 
and 7 for the dates of the Third Annual 
Festival of Christmas. Festival Chairman, 
Mrs. Geoffrey Ruff, announces that there 
will be at least twelve merchandise booths, 
in addition to the usual Christmas Gift 
Foods booth and the traditional Yuletide 
Cafe, which will remain open continu- 
ously from the opening of the Festival on 
Friday afternoon at 2 p.m. until closing 
time that evening at 10 p.m., and again 
on Saturday afternoon from 2 until 5 p.m. 
It will be possible to complete a Christmas 
shopping list at the Festival, as all mer- 
chandise sold will be gift-wrapped if de- 
sired. 

The Children’s Booth features the out- 
standing bejeweled poodle dogs, which St. 
Timothy's Festival made famous last year, 
as well as puppets, dolls, toys, stocking 
gifts, and children’s clothing. The Deco- 
rations Booth will be bright with Christ- 
mas tree skirts, Christmas stockings, orna- 
ments of all kinds, and outdoor decora- 
tions. The Linen Booth will be full of 


Berkeley, 
Tells Building Plans 


Francis Joseph McCarthy, leading San 
Francisco architect, has been named archi- 
tect for a long-range building program 
for St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Berke- 
ley. His appointment was announced 
recently by the Rev. Walter Williams, 
rector of St. Mark’s. 

New facilities for educational and par- 
ish activities will be erected on church 
property which adjoins the present church 
at Bancroft Way and Ellsworth, as well as 
parcels located on Durant near the Berke- 
ley Women’s City Club. The first unit will 
provide much-needed church school class- 
rooms and group meeting rooms. A park- 
ing area will also figure prominently in 
the master plan. 

Vestryman Henry C. Bourne, Jr., Asso- 
ciate Professor of Electrical Engineering 
at the University of California, will head 
the Building Committee. A 100-week 
fund-raising campaign for the building 
fund began in January, under the direction 
of Dr. H. A. McPherson, former Senior 
Warden of the parish. 

Mr. McCarthy is a winner of both na- 
tional and local awards from the American 
Institute of Architects. He was elected a 
Fellow of the A.LA. earlier this year. In 
the last twenty years, Mr. McCarthy and 
his firm have designed more than eighty 
residences in the Bay Area, many commer- 
cial and industrial buildings, and a num- 
ber of public projects in California. 


luncheon sets, bridge sets, placemats and 

napkins, cocktail and holiday aprons. 
Proceeds from the Festival of Christ- 

mas are earmarked for the completion of 


the kitchen facilities in the new Guild 
Hall. 


as Pacific Churchman 
Mi 
ission at 
| | 
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“Church and Prison Work” 
Conference Scheduled 


Grace Cathedral will be host to the “St. 
Dismas Conference on the Church and 
Prison Work” on Saturday, November 16. 
This conference is also being sponsored 
by the Society of St. Dismas and the Dio- 
cesan Department of Christian Social Re- 
lations. Its purpose will be to present a 
review of the work being done by the 
Episcopal Church in penal institutions and 
with released prisoners, and also to survey 
the possibilities of future action and work 
in this field in the Diocese of California. 
The conference is open to all interested 
clergy and laymen. 

The tentative schedule is as follows: 

9:00 a.m.—Holy Communion, Dean 
Bartlett, Celebrant 
10:00 a.m.—Panel of speakers on “The 
Church and Prison Work” 
12:30 p.m.—Luncheon 
1:30 p.m.—Discussion groups 
3:00 p.m.—Plenary session 
4:00 p.m.—Evensong 

Reservations for the luncheon should 
be made no later than Wednesday, Nov. 
13, with Miss Hopkins at Grace Cathedral, 
GRaystone 4-0844. 

The Society of St. Dismas, promoter of 
this conference, is an organization in the 
Episcopal Church whose work is dedicated 
to aiding prisoners and released prisoners, 
those who serve them, and increasing the 
Church's representation in penal institu- 
tions throughout the country. It has re- 
cently established a western office, located 
at 1931 Jackson Street, San Francisco 9. 


New TV Series Set; 
Dean Bartlett on Radio 


Episcopalians in most, if not all, of the 
Diocese now have the opportunity to view 
one of the Episcopal Church’s most am- 
bitious ventures into the television field, 
“Mission at Mid-Century,” a report on the 
Church’s missionary field. The half-hour 
film programs are being shown each Sun- 
day on two different stations within the 
Diocese, continuing until December 29. 
The two stations are KOVR-TYV, Stockton, 
Channel 13, and KSAN-TV, San Fran- 
cisco, U.H.F. Channel 32. The films were 
shown previously only on the U.H.F. chan- 
nel, which is not received by most sets. 
The Stockton telecast, however, is re- 
ceived through most of the Bay Area, and 
in some of the southern parts of the Dio- 
cese. Viewers should consult their daily 
newspapers for times of the showings, 
which were not available at press time. 

Churchmen of the Diocese who 
have not yet heard the Very Rev. 
C. Julian Bartlett speaking on the 
“Faith of Our Fathers” radio pro- 
gram may do so on Nov. 3, 10, and 17, 


Convocations Lay Plans 
For Regular Meetings 


Announcement has been made by the 
Bishop's office of the dates for the twice- 
a-year Convocational meetings throughout 
the Diocese. These meetings, which are 
more specifically concerned with the mis- 
sionary work of the Church in its local 
areas, are attended by selected delegates 
from each parish and mission within the 
Diocese. Various programs have been 
planned, and one of the Bishops will at- 
tend each Convocation meeting. 

Dates are as follows: Nov. 11, St. Luke’s, 
San Francisco (S. F.), Bishop Biock; Nov. 
12, Our Saviour, Mill Valley (Marin), 
Bishop Block; Nov. 13, St. Stephen’s, San 
Luis Obispo (S.L.O.), Bishop Shires; Nov. 
14, St. Mark's, King City (Monterey), 
Bishop Shires; Nov. 15, Trinity, San Jose 
(S.J.), Bishop Shires; Nov. 16, Oakland 
Convocation, St. Cuthbert’s, Oakland, 
Bishop Block. 


as he concludes this six-week series 
under the sponsorship of the Cali- 
fornia-Nevada Council of Churches. 
Dean Bartlett, who made tke first 
broadcast in the series Oct. 6, has 
been speaking on the subject, “Great 
Affirmations of the Christian Faith.” 
The program is carried over Station 
KFRC, San Francisco, 610 Ke., at 
9:30 p.m. each Sunday; on Station 
KFBK, Sacramento, 1530 Ke., at 
7:45 a.m.; and on Station KBEE, 
Modesto, 970 Kc., at 8 a.m. 


~ 


St. Mary-the-Virgin Church 
Plans “Christmas Treat” Bazaar 


Mrs. Thomas Webb, President of the 
Woman's Auxiliary of the Church of St. 
Mary-the-Virgin, San Francisco, has an- 
nounced that the Auxiliary will sponsor 
a bazaar on November 9. To be held in 
the Parish Hall of the Church, which is 
located at Union and Steiner Streets in the 
Marina, the bazaar will have as its theme 
“Christmas Treat.” 

General chairman of the event, which 
is one of the important events in the social 
calendar of the parish, will be Mrs. Vin- 
cent Beschel. She announces that all of 
the traditional bazaar booths will be part 
of the program, and suggests that Church- 
men in the San Francisco area will want 
to take this opportunity to “do their 
Christmas shopping early.” 


Bazaar Dates 
November 


2 St. Mary’s, Pacific Grove—“Old Time 
Town and Country Store” 


9 St. Stephen’s, San Luis Obispo, at the 
Veteran's Memorial Building. Dinner 
served 

16 All Saints’, San Francisco 
St. Luke’s San Francisco 
St. Martin’s, Westlake 


22 “Pine Cone Festival,” St. Paul's, San 
Rafael 


December 
7 St. James’, San Francisco 


Robert Young, well-known TV star and prominent churchman, confers in New York with Presiding Bishop 
Henry Knox Sherrill on scripts of the new Episcopal Church series, “Another Chance.” With a radio 
program and a television program currently being heard throughout the Diocese, the Department of 
Promotion is currently completing plans for the airing of “Another Chance” as well. Standing in the 
picture is the Rev. Dana Kennedy, executive secretary of the National Council’s Radio and TV division. 
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Pacific Churchman 


AS | SEE IT 


(Continued trom inside cover) 


Mrs. Shires and I traveled by train to 
Sewanee, the scene of the meeting of the 
House of Bishops. I shall not detail the 
results of that meeting, as the Bishop has 
already written of it. I would simply like 
to say that seeing Sewanee after hearing 
about it all my life was a satisfying ex- 
perience. It is beautifully situated in the 
Tennessee mountains and one can hardly 
imagine a more fitting setting for the 
University of the South, one of our four 
great church colleges. I share Bishop 
Block's high estimate of the fellowship of 
the House of Bishops. It is composed of 
the finest men I have ever met, pervaded 
by a spirit of camaraderie one can only 
find in a group of such dedicated Christian 
men. 


When we arrived home I visited St. 
Barnabas’ Mission in San Francisco to cele- 
brate and preach at the morning service 
on September 22. This is the church 
served for over 30 years by one of our 
devoted lay readers, and a Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew man, Fred Foster of the print- 
ing firm, Foster and Short. The work is 
now being carried on by Mr. George 
Ridgway, the son of the rector of Holy 
Trinity, Richmond, who is now studying 
for Holy Orders at the Church Divinity 
School. He is a fine young man and is 
dong excellent work with the cooperation 
of a devoted group of men and women 
who have proved their loyalty over the 
years. The church is on Vienna Street, 
not far from the Cow Palace. 


TALK ON TITHING 


The following Saturday evening I at- 
tended a dinner at St. Thomas’ Church, 
Sunnyvale, put on by the Men’s Club and 
attended by close to 300 persons. The din- 
ner was held in a neighboring school and 
later I addressed the group in the new 
church on the subject of “Christian Giv- 
ing and Stewardship.” The new church 
plant, which I had not seen before, is 
altogether lovely and adequate. This is the 
church built under the leadership of the 
Rev. Richard Byfield and now ably served 
by the Rev. Allan McMahan. In speaking 
on the subject of Christian stewardship, I 
gave them my own experience in finding 
tithing, or the giving of one-tenth of one’s 
income to the Lord, as the one satisfying 
solution to the question every Christian is 
bound in conscience to ask, “What share 
of my income should I devote to the Lord’s 
work?” 


On Sunday, September 29, I helped to 
celebrate the 90th anniversary of the 
founding of the church at Fremont (for- 
merly Centerville). The church has re- 
cently been moved to a new five-acre site 


together with the rectory and parish hall 
about a quarter of a mile away. A new 
educational building has also been built 
to make an impressive group of buildings. 
The Rev. Arthur Freeman is greatly be- 
loved by his people, and justly. No one 
could be a more devoted pastor than he. 


NEW CHURCH AT CONCORD 


In the afternoon I dedicated the new 
St. Michael and All Angels’ Church build- 
ing at Concord. September 29 was a fit- 
ting day for it because it was St. Michael 
and All Angels’ Day (and also the anni- 
versary of Bishop Block’s and my conse- 
cration). The new church is easily one of 
the largest in the Diocese, seating between 
500 and 600. It was filled for the service. 
Including the visiting clergy, there must 
have been nearly 100 in the procession. 
A fitting aspect of the dedication was the 
presence there of all the clergy who had 
served there and thus had a part in this 
noteworthy achievement, the Rev. James 
Trotter, the Rev. Marshall Wickham, the 
Rev. Benjamin DeCamp, and the present 
able rector, Dr. Philip Daunton. Organ- 
ized just 12 years ago as a mission, this 
church has had a striking and rapid 
growth. We congratulate the rector and 
his ny ay for all they have done and are 
doing for Christ and His church in this 
great field. 


The next Sunday I went to St. James’, 
Oakland, for confirmation, and the new 
rector, the Rev. Frederick Lattimore, al- 
though he had been there but a short time, 
presented a good class. St. James’ is one 
of the lovelier churches in the Diocese in 
its interior and plans are being laid fur- 
ther to beautify it. The people are re- 
sponding eagerly to the program of their 
new leader. 


In the afternoon we went down to Cam- 


HAVE | FAILED? 
(Continued from page 7) 


istered should have heard and known 
about tithing and sacrifice and com- 
mitment of all they have and all that 
they are, even though the choice as 
to what they do about it remains 
inevitably in the Free Will with 
which God has endowed each of his 
children. 

What God can do on His own I do not 
know. He tells me nothing about that. 
But of this I am all too shamefacedly sure, 
that neither I a priest, nor our people as 
individuals and parishes and missions and 
Anglican communion can serve the Pur- 
poses of God, do His Will, minister His 
Salvation to individual souls and to all the 
whole world unless and until we have 
turned ourselves, our souls, our bodies, 
and all that we have, according to His 
prescriptions not ours, in entire surrender 
and commitment to Him. The offering of 
our tithes as an earnest of our whole selves 
seems to be one of the keys to the lock 
that opens us out to the salvation of our 


Like the Old Testament Prophet, as I 
look at my failure to see this for so long, 
so long, I could say “Woe is me. I have 
been an unprofitable servant.” 


All Saints’, San Francisco, 
Plans Annual Fall Bazaar 


The Women’s Auxiliary is having their 
annual Fall Bazaar—“All Saints’ County 
Fair’-—November 16 from 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m. in the Parish Hall at 1350 Waller 
Street, near Masonic Avenue. Dinner will 
be served from 5 to 7 p.m. For those 
unakle to attend the dinner, a snack bar 
will be open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There 
will be gaily decorated booths for the 
practical shopper as well as for “what- 
not” collectors. All proceeds will go to 
the Auxiliary’s mission work. 


brian Park, halfway between San Jose and 
Los Gatos, and broke ground for the new 
church plant of St. Edward the Confessor. 
We have acquired an adequate piece of 
ground in the very heart of this attractive 
area in the new metropolitan district of 
San Jose. The growth in this part of the 
Diocese has been and will be inevitable. 
With the recent opening up of work at 
St. Philip's, Alum Rock, St. Mark's, Santa 
Clara, St. Edward’s, Cambrian Park, and 
St. Andrew's, Saratoga, the church is meet- 
ing in some measure this great opportu- 
nity. We have also a good acreage at 
Cupertino against the time when it will 
be advisable to start another mission in 
this district. 
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BUT WILL IT REALLY WORK? 


(Continued from page 5) 


how to spend it. Does the Church 
really need this much? 

A. There are literally hundreds of 
things which the Church is unable to do 
for lack of funds. Perhaps each parish 
should prepare, for the guidance of its 
pledging families, a list of tasks which are 
being left undone. To these could be 
added the enterprises of Diocese and Na- 
tional Church which are also sadly neg- 
lected. A little thought will show thar, 
until the coming of the Kingdom, there 
will always be work for the Church to do. 


Q. I have accepted the standard cf 
the tithe, but I cannot seem to pledge 
this amount. Am I being a poor 
Churchman? 

A. Not if your pledge is made after 
prayerful consideration of the goal. In 
many cases, however, a systematic ap- 
proach to the family budget will show 
that there are areas from which pledge 
money may come. Good stewardship 
would seem to require good budgeting! 


Q. Is my clergyman a tither? 

A. He, too, has made his pledge before 
God, and it is a good pledge for him. 
More clergy are tithing in the Diocese of 
California than anyone suspects. 


Q. I have heard Billy Graham say 
that not to tithe is to steal from God. 
Does the Church teach this? 

A. The Church is interested in a post- 
tive approach. We would rather say that 
tithing can be a great spiritual experience. 
In response to Dr. Graham, however, one 
might reflect that the standard of the tithe 
is God's, not man’s. Many Christian bodies 
say that “giving only begins after the 
tithe.” 

Q. If we are really under Grace, 
why should there be a standard of 
giving at all? 

A. Because, even though we are not 
under law, we need a yardstick against 
which we can measure our behavior. This 
is why, for example, the Christian Church 
retains the Ten Commandments. The 
most commonly asked question during a 
Canvass is “How much should I give?” 
To have a standard is to have an answer 
to this question. 


Q. I have given this much thought, 
and simply cannot accept the stand- 
ard of the tithe as binding upon me. 
What should I do? 

A. Once again, the individual pledge is 
between the family and God. We do, how- 
ever, accept standards in everything that 
we do. The amount of the pledge that we 
do make is in itself a standard. If you 
cannot accept the tithe, it would seem 
incumbent upon you to find a standard 
that you can accept. The tithe is Biblical; 
any other standard will be your own. 


DIOCESAN MEETINGS 


(Continued from page 2) 


“make a good pledge” but had been given 
no guidance as to what a “good pledge” 
was. One man in particular, who had been 
pledging on what he now felt to be a 
“token” level, said that he had never 
questioned that his pledge was a good 
one. “Without a standard to measure up 
to,” he asked, “how can any famiiy, even 
in prayer, be led to making the right 
choice for them?” This particular man 
then witnessed to his intention to become 
a tither immediately! 

“Personal witness,” perhaps a rare thing 
in meetings of the Episcopal Church, be- 
came the rule rather than the exception as 
the meetings progressed. There were few 
meetings at which at least one tithing 
priest and one tithing layman did not 
identify themselves and witness to their 
reasons for becoming tithers. Many of the 
storics revealed long periods of personal 
“wrestling with God” in the matter, and 
some spoke quite honestly of the personal 
difficulties involved. Most speakers, how- 
ever, indicated that, under the impetus of 
tithing, they had become better stewards 
of the money that they had. “I actuaily 
seem to have more money than I had be- 
fore I became a tither,” several laymen 


- said in the course of their talks. 


One of the facts which the laymen 
found most startling was a presentation of 
the potential of the Diocese of California 
in terms of the tithing goal. Present total 
income of the churches within the Dio- 
cese is something just over one million 
dollars. If the churches in the Diocese 
were tithing churches, this figure would 
become nearly eleven million! Comments 
as to the work that could be done in mis- 
sions, college work, institutions, Grace 
Cathedral and other areas often had to be 
cut short, as the conferees began to realize 
what this figure could mean. 

A serious problem, after presentation of 
these figures, lay in the continual re- 
minder that the Church cares only for 
stewardship, and not for dollar amounts. 
“If this is a sacramental Church, which 
expresses its devotion in sacramental ways, 
then one of these ways must be in the use 
of this world’s goods,” Mr. Shaw said. 
“While the dollar amounts are interesting, 
they are only secondary to the problem. 
It is in a deepened Christian and devo- 
tional life that the Church must find its 
real concern.” 

Speaking personally, the writer of these 
lines found this series of meetings to be 
one of the most inspiring things that he 
has seen in his ministry. As former vicar 
of a Church which had accepted the tith- 
ing goal and is even now making an effort 
to reach this standard, we have seen what 
this goal can do in terms of personal com- 
mitment and Church life. To think of a 


HOW TO HAVE A CANVASS 


(Continued from page 1) 


nature. It will provide him, however, with 
information that he should have. 

7. Canvass the parish. The department 
suggests that at lease two week-ends be 
kept for this purpose, making a ten-day 
Canvass in all. Only in this length Can- 
vass can the callers actually do their jobs 
as “messengers” as well as receivers of 
pledges. To try to do the Canvass in one 
day is simply to invite the “hurry up and 
pledge” atmosphere which has been part 
of too many Canvasses in the past. 

8. Close with a final report. Many 
parishes have found it helpful to have an 
interim report meeting during the week, 
but the final report should be made prior 
to the service on the morning of the sec- 
ond Sunday. Then a “blessing of pledges” 
or Thanksgiving Eucharist can be held, 
when the pledges of the congregation can 
be offered at the altar for the blessing of 
God. 

As will be seen, there are really three 
important emphases to the above program, 
all of which are consistent with Christian 
stewardship. First—to remember that 
Canvassers are out, not only for money, 
but for increased understanding of the 
work of the Church. Second—that a 
standard of giving, namely the Biblical 
tithe, is held up to each member as a 
standard to be applied to his own life. 
And third—that no one should canvass 
another person until he is himself com- 
mitted to the program of the Church and 
is able to witness to his commitment in 
terms of a pledge already made. 

In every successful Canvass there are 
two elements—the motivation for giving, 
and the mechanics by which the giving is 
done. The motivation must come from 
the life of the parish and from year-round 
stewardship teaching. The mechanics are 
necessary, too—and with this thought the 
Department of Promotion has offered the 
foregoirg as a rule of procedure. It is a 
rule which has had good results in many 
parishes and missions! 


whole Diocese accepting the same goal is. 


a thought which drives one to his knees 
in supplication and thanksgiving to God! 
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Pacific Churchman 


Preliminary Steps Are Now Underway 
For Electing Bishop Coadjutor in February 


Preliminary steps toward the election 
of a Bishop Coadjutor for the Diocese of 
California are being rapidly taken, with 
parishes and missions in the Diocese hoid- 
ing special congregational meetings dur- 
ing October for the election of delegates 
to Diocesan Convention February 4, 1958. 
Since Diocesan Canons call for the actual 
“election” of these delegates to be held at 
regular congregational meetings in early 
January, all of the elections made now will 
be subject to final confirmation at those 
meetings. 

Meanwhile, a nominating committee, 
appointed by the Standing Committee of 
the Diocese, is hard at work collecting 
names from all over the American Church 
and subjecting these names to the closest 
possible scrutiny. This group expects to 
publish its final recommendations before 
December, in the hope that the groups of 
delegates in the parishes and missions will 
be able to consider their selection before 
the actual coming together in February. 
Nominations will also be permitted from 
the floor, it was pointed out. 


Election of a Coadjutor Bishop was re- 
quested by Bishop Block during his ad- 
dress to Convention in early 1957. Since 
that time, permission to elect has been 
received in the form of consents from the 
standing committees of the majority of the 
Dioceses of the American Church. A 
Bishop Coadjutor differs from a Suffragan 
Bishop in that he has the right of succes- 
sion when the Diocesan position becomes 
vacant. In this case, the Diocese is, in 
effect, electing the next Bishop of Cali- 
fornia, since Bishop Block has announced 
that he will retire, under national canon 


_ law, in December of 1958. Allowing time 


for consecration services to be arranged 
and to take place, the new Bishop will 
probably serve as Coadjutor for about 
seven months before becoming Bishop of 
California. 


Calling particular attention to the Dio- 
cesan canons covering delegates to Dio- 
cesan convention, Bishops and standing 
committee have stressed that each parish 
and mission must use extreme care in the 
election of delegates, to see that all 
canons are complied with. Credentials 
committee of convention has already been 
appointed and will serve as a double 
check to make sure that no illegal votes 
are cast. According to Diocesan canons, 
if more than two-thirds of the delegates, 
clerical and lay, are present at the con- 
vention, a majority vote in each order 
independently will elect the new Bishop. 
If less than two-thirds are present, then a 


two-thirds vote of those who are there is 
required. 

Standing Committee has also pointed 
out that it will be necessary to re-arrange 
the customary program at Diocesan Con- 
vention in order to carry the election 
through in its proper order. Convention 
will begin with Holy Communion at 7:30 
a.m. February 4, and will proceed im- 
mediately to business. Committee on cre- 
dentials will be required to report, as will 
committee on dispatch of business. Then 
the Department of Finance will report on 
the suggested financial arrangements in- 
cident to the maintenance of a Bishop 
Coadjutor. Following this, new parishes 
and missions will be admitted, in order 
that their votes may be counted. Then 
Bishop Block wiil make his formal, canon- 
ical assignment of jurisdiction to the 
Bishop Coadjutor-elect. Finally, the con- 
vention will proceed to nominations and 
election. Regular order of convention 
business will be held until after the elec- 
tion is over. 

Final warning has also been issued to 
parishes and missions who are in arrears 
in their assessments, either to the Episco- 
pal and Convention Fund or to the Dio- 
cesan Working Fund. Canon II, Section 
57, of the Diocesan Canons provides that 
no delegates from such parishes and mis- 
sions may vote in any Diocesan election; 
and it has been agreed that January 10, 


1958, will be the final date for the pay- 


ment of such obligations. 

The Rev. Francis P. Foote, chairman of 
the nominating committee, has distrib- 
uted to all of the clergy of the Diocese a 
prayer, approved for use by Bishop Block, 
with the request that it be used in services 
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of the Church between now and conven- 

tion time. PACIFIC CHURCHMAN presents 

the prayer herewith, in the hope that lay 
people in the Diocese also will use it in 
their private devotions: 

PRAYER TO BE USED IN DIOCESE OF 
CALIFORNIA BEFORE ELECTION OF 
NEW BISHOP COADJUTOR. — 

O Spirit of Eternal God, grant to 
the members of our Diocesan Con- 
vention wisdom to know and the 
courage to choose a man of conse- 
cration, industry and leadership to 
be Bishop Coadjutor of this Diocese. 
Guide him to accept his “call,” if it 
be Thy gracious will, and consecrate 
our people to the support of their 
new leader in his every effort to 
build up the Church of Christ at 
home and abroad. These things we 
beg in the name and for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our*Lord. Amen. 

(Signed and authorized for use by the 
Bishop of California, The Rt. Rev. Karl 
Morgan Block, D.D.) 
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